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MATCH DAY PROGRAMME 
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WELCOME TO THE OFFICIAL 

CLAPTON FOOTBALL CLUB 
OFFICIAL HOME OF THE “TONS” 

 

CLAPTON FOOTBALL CLUB IS AN UNINCORPORATED ASSOCIATION. 
 AFFILIATED TO THE ESSEX SENIOR FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

 AND LONDON FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION. 

Good afternoon and welcome to the Terence McMillan Stadium for our FA Vase 
First Round Proper fixture against Beckenham Town FC. 

We welcome their players, officials and supporters and we hope they enjoy their 
stay with us. 

Our visitors have certainly started their season firing on all cylinders – “That's all 
we need", I hear you say, but a cup tie is a great leveller, irrespective of anyone’s 
form coming into the fixture. I'm sure we will be up and at it this afternoon. 

A massive congratulations to Bowers & Pitsea FC in reaching the FA Cup 1st 
Round Proper and they have been rewarded with an away trip to Lincoln City. I'm 
sure they will enjoy the moment, it's a great reward for a hard-fought campaign 
and goes to show what can be achieved by Step 3-5 clubs – Let’s hope their 
journey continues. Next season it will be our turn. 

Last week we lost at home to an on form White Ensign. Bearing in mind Mike and 
Leon had only a few days to work with the players, I thought we did really well. 
What a game Tino had in goal. It’s a real shame Sky Sports weren't down here as 
some of his saves were world class! 

We continue in knock out mode on Wednesday evening (27 October), when we 
entertain Erith Town FC in the London Senior Cup and then we are at home next 
Saturday against Hoddesdon Town for another ESL six pointer. 

On a more sombre not, we heard the terrible news of the passing of ex footballer 
Gordon Boateng. 

Gordon was a breath of fresh air to everyone he met and the clubs he was 
involved with - especially here at Clapton. RIP Gordon. 

As a mark of respect to Gordon, there will be a minute’s silence before today's 
game. 

Enjoy the match. 

 

Chris Ottaway 
Chairman 
Clapton Football Club 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

FIXTURES 2021-22 
 

  



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BECKENHAM TOWN FC 
 
HISTORY 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

  



 
 

CLAPTON FOOTBALL CLUB 
 

The history of Clapton is very much that of a club which has a history and reputation unparalleled in 
nonleague football. Founded in 1878 as Downs FC in Downs Rd Hackney, the club moved to its 
present site in 1888 and changed its name to Clapton Football Club in the same year.  

Clapton in 1894 became founder members of the Southern League (Dr Martins) along with Luton 
Town, Millwall, Reading, Southampton, and Swindon. Arsenal were prime movers but left to join the 
football league whilst Tottenham Hotspurs application was rejected!! The club was one of the original 
founder members of the Isthmian League in 1905 which was then and up until the early 70s one of the 
most important semi-professional leagues in the county. 

Clapton’s reputation and history are tied to the early days of this league and the prestigious FA 
Amateur Cup and were twice winners of the league and five times winners of the Cup.   

In 1956 Clapton played in the first floodlit game for an amateur side against Barking at Upton Park in 
front of 5,000 people. Their best ever FA Cup run was during this time with a 1-1 draw against QPR in 
1957 before losing the reply away  
1-3 in front of 14,000. 

With the introduction of the Premier Division, Clapton had a brief change of fortune and won the 
Division Two title in 1982-83 as well as the Essex Senior Cup in 1983-84 beating Southend Utd. The 
Essex Thameside Trophy was won in 1983-84 and retained the following year. Relegation to the newly 
formed Division 2 North followed in 1984-85. Still the club rallied to win the Essex Senior Trophy in 
1988 and lost in the final of the London Senior Cup the same year 0-1 to then conference  
side Fisher Athletic. 

However, a 7th place finish in 1988-1989 saw a mass exodus of players at the end of the season and 
two seasons later Clapton were in Division 3 (now Div 2) upon reorganisation of the league. The club 
now plays in the Essex Senior League. 

Today with Chairman, Christ Ottaway and Chief Executive, Vince McBean at the helm, the club is 
continuing to develop the foundations for the future based on a long-term structure. Since 2012, 
through the continued drive of management and the development team, the club again starting to 
make strides again up the league table. Clapton finished in 7th place in 2015-16 and were winners of 
the Gordon Braested Memorial Trophy in the same year.  The 2016-17 season saw the Tons maintain a 
strong position in the standings of the Essex Senior League, eventually finishing in 2nd place overall. 

After a short spell ground sharing with Southend Manor FC in 2019, the Tons have made a new home 
at the Terence McMillan Stadium in Plaistow, E13 8SD, since 2020-21. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

CLAPTON FOOTBALL CLUB 
 
KIT COLORS 
 
Home Kit: Red & white shirts, red shorts, red socks 
Away Kit: Blue & yellow shirts, blue & yellow shorts,  
blue & yellow socks 
Goal Keeper: Royal Blue / Light Grey 

 

FOOTBALL MANAGEMENT TEAM 
 
Manager: Michael Walther 
Assistant Manager:  Leon Lewis 

 

  

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

OFFICIALS 
Yashar Yekta 

Benjamin Kelly 
Dwayne Uylett 

 
 



 

 

 
  

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE STANDINGS 
2021-22 



 

 

 

 

  

 
        OUT AND ABOUT 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEN CORDELL MEMORIAL CUP 
FIXTURES 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS 

SPONSORSHP OPPORTUNITIES 
With football back on the agenda, we are looking forward to hosting matches  

throughout 2021 (subject to any imposed restrictions).  

We have a number of advertising and sponsorship options to promote your business  
and at the same time provide valuable support to the club.   

For further details or to discuss one of our packages, visit the commercial page at 
www.claptonfc.com or call Chris Ottaway on 07973307549 



 

 

  

WITH EVERY DAY THERE ARE MORE  
RESTRICTIONS COMING INTO FORCE.  

HELP US TO KEEP FOOTBALL BEING PLAYED. 
 

PLEASE WEAR MASKS 
 

PLEASE USE SANITISERS 
 

STAY 1-2 METRES APART 
 

ENJOY THE MATCH 
 

STAY SAFE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clapton Football Club 
Established 1878 

 
 

WWW.CLAPTONFC.COM 
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